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February 2012

WHAT IT TAKES TO RUN A RESCUE



What does it take to run our Rescue?  More than you might think. We have 219 volunteers on our database.  75 are specialized volunteers, folks who do a particular job throughout the year.  A Rescue needs lots of good will from Vets, local retailers, and even advertising agencies.  Did you know that Lamar advertising donates a billboard to get the word out about GRRSN? Then there are all the everyday materials required; everything from banners to paper. Here are some things we have to think about:
                              GRRSN’s latest billboard kindly donated by Lamar Advertising

                                 Thank You…Other Signs of our Times
GRRSN owns and maintains:
Four 2 foot by 3 foot Logo Banners
Three 2 foot x 6 foot Logo Banners
                Three A-frame Logo Signs


GRRSN

                               585 or more 
           thank you cards have been mailed

In GRRSN’S 8 years we’ve used:
2,800 reams of printer paper
1,225 purple (sometimes gold) paper folders for adoptions

28 toner cartridges for copies

168 color printer cartridges

17,000 brochures

11,500 business cards
















...And you need a hard working                          Board of Directors:
President – Deb Pietro                                                    Treasurer – Pam Oberschelp                                                            Secretary – Tammie McNeill                                                         Director    – Jennifer Hetterscheidt                                                            Director    – Kathy Ford























Meet The President
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President Debbie Pietro with Sundance, Barney, Nicky and Marley   Sundance

Running a Rescue is a lot of work.  Saving Retrievers comes first, but there is also organizing volunteers, fundraising, materials and legal compliance; both federal and state.  Oversight for all this activity falls to our 5 member Board of Directors.   It is their responsibility to make sure GRSSN follows all the rules set out by the government to maintain our 501(c)(3) charitable designation.  Over the next few issues, the Golden Gazette will feature interviews with our hardworking, all-volunteer board.  This month we’re starting at the top with our energetic, industrious President, Debbie Pietro.
What are your primary duties as President? Protecting and building GRRSN. Since inception, the board members have spent a great deal of time securing and maintaining our 501(c)(3), the GRRSN By-Laws, Our Articles of Incorporation and Corporate Charter. Then there is obtaining our State Tax Exemption, our non-profit mailing status, along with insurance and financial security. My job is to maintain our status of operation, engineer new methods for fundraising, grants, etc., so that we can continue our Golden mission. 
Wow, that’s pretty serious.  What do you enjoy most volunteering as President? The “Happy Ending” stories that I receive and place on the website! 
This is a loaded question, but what do you like least? All the emails I receive!  GRRSN is proud to be part of two wonderful organizations: Vegas Animal Rescue and Golden Retriever Rescue's National Rescue Committee. There are so many details that I’m afraid to miss even one email! We discuss issues in Las Vegas and Golden issues in other states like animal health care, disease, available grants, upcoming events, fundraising. The good thing is that problems you believe are yours alone are shared by many. I have made wonderful friends who have become my advisors, but you should see all the emails!
How did you get involved with GRRSN? I volunteered for 14 years at an animal shelter in Chicago. When I relocated to Las Vegas in 2002, I wanted to continue to be involved in animal welfare without looking into the sad eyes behind the kennel bars. I joined Companion Golden Retriever Rescue, where I met people with the goal to start our own rescue. That was the beginning of GRRSN.

Anything else you’d like our readers to know? I have been the proud owner of nine wonderful Golden Retrievers: Amber, Cody, Sunny, Ripley, Rebel, Nicky, Sundance, Marley, and Barney. They are/were my life and love.  It is very difficult for me not to take every Golden home, so it is definitely better that I handle the corporate issues!  Message from the President

I would like to thank the board members for the inordinate amount of time that they provide to GRRSN.   Our success is definitely the result of a group effort.  A thank you to all the volunteers.  No matter what position you hold or what function you provide, you are so important to this organization and the 1,100 dogs that you have saved.  To our donors and business partners, thank you for your generosity and commitment to our organization.  Please continue to send the “Happy Ending” stories to rescuegolden1@aol.com.  That is my motivation……






Golden Retrievers and Your Human Friends
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You know who your real friends are when you have three Retrievers.  Twelve years ago, when we had just one Golden, people accepted dinner invitations or came by causally for drinks.  Then our Retriever count hit two and social visits to our home dropped off slightly.  This was especially apparent among our “arty crowd,” who tended to wear a lot of black.  Once the Retriever census climbed to three (four with the occasional foster), our social life dried up precipitously.   My husband pointed this out to me over the holidays; I was not amused by his observation.  We were busy enough with running the Pottery Barn gift wrapping for the Rescue, getting our son packed up for his move to Reno and general holiday bedlam. I had plenty on my mind without pondering our slide into social ineptitude. Still, the thought niggled at me.  I don’t blame people for not coming over.  Not everyone is a “dog” person, let alone a “pack of dogs” person.  Still it’s interesting that the friends who have stuck with us through our Retriever odyssey are not really animal lovers at all.  
Our oldest friends, Kathy and Dean, had a Labrador when their kids were young. The children grew up, had children of their own and Brandy, the Labrador, passed away from old age.  No more dogs – end of story.  Kathy is the sweetest soul I know, and she’s exceptionally pretty to boot.  Dean is an amazingly nice guy, with amazingly bad allergies.  True friends that they are, they troop over for dinner or stop by for a coffee.  No complaints about the barking, dog hair and the general mayhem. We have wonderful conversations as poor Dean sneezes his way through the meal.  Kathy sits serenely at our dinner table even while a giant furry head rests in her lap and drools all over her napkin.  They always tell us how beautiful our furry children are.  What they say to each other when they go home, I can only imagine.
Our other true and longtime friend is Dede.  She has a quality about her which my English mother-in-law would have called “well-bred,” Dee always looks impeccable.  When we go to her house for a meal, it’s like a little vacation.  Everything is tidy and cozily elegant, nothing out of place, no dog toys scattered all over the floor.  Dee pours us wonderful wine and puts a delicious dinner in front of us.  I always have a moment of realization that there is no wet nose on my elbow, no expectant tails wagging under the table.  What must she think when she’s at our home?   Yet when she comes over, she is “Auntie” Dede to our Retrievers.  She is appreciative when our furry-girl, Annie, makes her a gift of a slobbery tennis ball, and is delighted when our excessively shy dog, Millie, surprisingly comes over for a pet. 
So what do these friends have in common that our other past acquaintances did not?  It struck me, strangely enough, that they are all blondes. Perhaps they recognize in our Retrievers other blonde, attractive creatures.   Is it a silent agreement of mutual canine/ human appreciation?  Whatever it is, I am grateful. “Make new friends, but keep the old.  One is silver and the other Gold.” Or is that Gold(en)?
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       We want to hear from you and your dog!!!!  
The Golden Gazette is looking for the best places in our area to spend time with your Retriever.   We are calling this feature, “Dog’s Day Out!”  Locations should be dog-friendly and have a couple of things that you and your dog enjoy. Our editor’s Retriever, Annie, loves going out with her Mom for an afternoon to Tivoli Village.  Please see her story on page four to get some ideas.  Send your suggestions and photos to grrsnvolunteer@yahoo.com and write “Dog’s Day Out” in the subject box.  We’re looking forward to hearing from you!








[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ] [bookmark: _GoBack]Do some shopping at      “The Dog House”…

Make new friends…

We meet up with friends…
…AND tell everyone I meet that I’m a member of GRRSN!

Romp on the playground…
Have a coffee…
“Hi!  I’m Annie, a 3-year-old, petite blonde. I enjoy chasing tennis balls and birds, being                   .   brushed and, most of all, hanging out with my Mom.  My favorite place to go is                          . .  TIVOLI VILLAGE, on South Rampart.   Here’s my “DOG’S DAY OUT!”
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