
[image: image1.jpg]


     

The Human Equation

“Matchmaker”

 Tammie McNeill is a lady with a special gift.  Many of you already know her as the person who brought a wonderful Retriever into your life, and that, is her gift. Tammie, along with Kathy Ford, is our resident Human-Canine Matchmaker.  Tammie has a special talent for placing just the right Golden with a prospective family.  This requires time and research.  “Going carefully through the adoption applications, and really paying attention to what families tell us is a big part of the job,” says Tammie.  “Having as much information on each of our dogs can be a bit more challenging.”  After checking owner surrender forms, talking to foster families, and meeting the dog, Tammie can make a pretty good guess as to which Golden to introduce to an expectant family.

Tammie knows the experience from both perspectives.  She adopted her first Goldens, Harley and Angel, as a bonded pair.  “I remember the excitement of getting the phone call.  We hadn’t thought about adopting two, but when we met them we knew it was right.”  That was in 2006. Since then Tammie has done many jobs for GRRSN.  “There’s something emotionally satisfying about finally getting a displaced Retriever in a forever home.  There are some tough days, but when you get that perfect fit, it’s all worth it, and that’s what keeps you going.”
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                   “Matchmaker”

Tammie McNeill with Harley and new girl, Gracie

The Vet Set

GRRSN is lucky to have many truly wonderful Veterinary Doctors working with the Rescue.  These fine Canine Physicians offer the Rescue special pricing and often donate their time free of charge.   We will be highlighting a different Animal Hospital in upcoming newsletters.  If you’re looking for a Vet, we encourage you to check out the list.
Sun City Animal Hospital 

9320 W. Lake Mead 228-4411 

Spencer Springs Animal Hospital 

1855 East Warm Springs Rd. 896-9999 

Town Center Animal Hospital 

3565 S. Town Center 262-1300 

Legacy Animal Hospital

2591 Windmill Pkwy. 263-9004 

Centennial Hills 

7551 North Cimarron Road 655-0241 

Cheyenne West Animal Hospital 

3650 N. Buffalo Drive 395-1800


Petsmart & PetCo People

By having monthly information booths at Petsmart and PetCo, GRRSN is able to receive funds from both stores’ Pet Charity Programs. The Rescue also takes part in Adoptathons hosted 3 times a year by Petsmart.  While the Rescue does not adopt Goldens out at this event, we do get people interested in the application process.  GRRSN would like to recognize the following Volunteers for taking time out their schedules every month to represent the Rescue.   

· Jeff Steffen - Petsmart Summerlin

· Karen Cranston - PetCo Henderson

· Drew Tracey - Petsmart Henderson

· Edward Krizewica - PetCo Las Vegas 
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                    “Daisy’s Nap”

      Golden-girl Daisy at a Petsmart Adoptathon

COUNTING OUR GOLD

Retrievers adopted thru GRRSN year to date:

150

Gift Wrap gets in Gear          

Holiday Gift Wrapping is GRRSN’s second biggest fundraiser of the year.  Emails will go out in mid-November asking for your help.

Here are the locations and dates for 2010:
Borders Books at Pavilion Center

Charleston Blvd. & the 215

Dec. 11,12,18,19,20,21,22,23,24

Borders Books Henderson

Sunset near the Galleria Mall

Dec. 11,12

Barnes and Noble Bookseller

Charleston & Rampart

Dec. 18,19,23,24

GRRSN Night at

Claim Jumper 

Have a great meal out and support the Rescue at the same time!  Please join us Thursday, October 28 from 3pm -10pm at any Claim Jumper location.  15% of your pre-tax bill will donated by Claim Jumper to GRRSN.  You must present a flyer.  You can request one at rescuegolden1@aol.com - type “FLYER” in the subject line.

A BIG THANK YOU to Volunteer Terri Mack & Jaxson for organizing this tasty event!
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 “Thanks Terri & Jaxson!  Can I come too?!”  ( Sorry, only humans, but doggy bags are ok!)


A Conversation about Poo  By Lorilynn Bowles 
It has recently been brought to our attention that my husband, John, and I spend a lot of time discussing dog poo.  Take this morning at six o’clock for instance:
Me: Thank you, darling, for the tea. How are all the furry children?

Him:  Everyone seems well.

Me: Had their breakfast?

Him: Yep. Everyone had a hearty appetite.  All three had a poo, everything looked healthy and firm.

Me: Well, that’s a good start to the morning.  Did you sleep well, dear?

Notice that our dogs’ digestive health comes before any other morning pleasantries. We have a lot of interests -- world events, entertainment, food is a big one, but dog poo seems to come up with surprising repetitiveness.  Our son is grown and out of the nest, but I can’t honestly remember having a daily conversation about his childhood bowel movements.  A little more information may help clarify our situation. We have 3 Golden Retrievers --  ages 13, 12 and 9.  Two of them are currently on prescription meds for one thing or another; each one has a different dog food.  We’re not obsessive; it’s just how things have played out over time.

The thing is that these discussions don’t usually strike me as odd.  Our son was instrumental in bringing the frequency of this conversation to our attention.  One evening he stopped by after work.  I had just come in from the back yard. My husband commented that I had been out there a long time.  “You wouldn’t believe how much dog poo I just picked up,” I said. 

John sipped his beer.  “I did a poo patrol this morning before work; nothing out of the ordinary,” he responded. 

“Hmm,” I say.  “Maybe they’re having some sort of competition.”

Our human child pulled his head out of our refrigerator.  “Do you people hear yourselves?” he exclaimed.  “Every time I’m here, you’re talking about the dogs’ business.  I hope you’re not like this when other people are over!”

Obviously, we are not the only people on the planet who are concerned with this byproduct of living with canines.  Go into Petsmart.  There seems to be a whole aisle dedicated to animal waste.  Online, even more interesting products:  I actually found myself looking at a girly colored hot pink poop scooper.  I did not buy it; I prefer something more industrial and utilitarian.  There are designer looking poop-bags for when you’re “on the go,” (now there’s a bad pun) and several lines of dog waste septic systems you can install yourself.  

Businesses have sprung up!  You can hire a service – “Pooper Scoopers” -- people who actually make a living coming at a scheduled time to clean up the yard.  You’ve seen the signs around town; some more professional than others.  I saw one hand-lettered advertisement nailed to a politician’s sign on Spring Mountain Rd.  Now that struck me as apropos!  Another sign, lettered in red spray paint and obviously done in someone’s garage, was just plain scary.  I guess we fall into the “do-it-yourselfer” category.

It goes without saying that we love our Goldens. If taking an interest in their daily relief rituals to safeguard their health is required, then so be it.  We will, in the future, however, try not to be quite so vocal about it!
This article does not necessarily express the views of the GRRSN Board or any GRRSN contributors.  Originally written 11/08. 

Goldens Rule the Pool
Desert Breeze outdoor public pool was the scene for DOG DAZE in September. Small dogs swam in the morning and the big dogs took over in the early afternoon.  GRRSN posts dates and times of these public events on the website.  Click on the CALENDER button to be in-the-know. 

Help Wanted

“Reporter for newsletter.  Human preferred, but Golden with typing and language skills considered.”

If you would like to help with the newsletter, are willing to interview people and have some word processing skills, please contact Lorilynn at www.grrsnvolunteer@yahoo.com .  Please put “REPORTER” in the subject line.

Donation Made Easy
GRRSN has made it easy to donate.  Please go to our website, www.GRRSN.org, and click on the DONATE HERE button on the bottom right of the screen.  Credit cards and PayPal accepted.  Thank you for your help.

Volunteer Too!
Many of our new Golden families have   wondered why they haven’t received emails about volunteer opportunities.  Just like adopting, you must fill out a volunteer application online.  Legally, GRRSN needs a separate consent form from those wanting to volunteer.  It’s easy -- just go to the website, www.GRRSN.org , and click on VOLUNTEER APPLICATION to volunteer.
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Quick dip……
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Head to the snack bar….
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And back to the action!!!
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